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COUNTY COUNCIL

OF

HAllFORD COUNTY. MARYLAND

BILL NO. 87- 23 AMENDED)

Council Members Fielder and RisacherIntroduced

Legislative Day No. 87- 17 Date June 2, 1987

AN EMERGENCY ACT to add new Article V, heading, Veterinarians,

to new Chapter 149, heading, Health, all of the Harford County

Code, as amended; ~ e-~~ ev~cle-€ e~--~ fte-~~ e~ e~- ea~ e,--~~ ea~ffiefi~,

aficl-~~ e~ ee~~ efi- e€- afi~ffia3:s; to provide Veterinarian practices be

performed at certain locations and to provide, generally, for

Veterinarian practices in Harford County.

B~. tile Council, 2 1987

Ilttl'odl! C(! d, l'c: id i'iJ' sl lime, orcle!'(' d posted : lIlcl public he:Jl' ing scheduled

un;

Dt: P. ~ 1.

By Order:

Secretary

PUBLIC HEARING

Having been posted and notice o!' time and place of hearing and
litle of Bill ! wving been published accordillg 10 the Charter. a public hearing IVas

hi:ld 011 7, 1937

nd eoncluclcd on 7, 1987

Seeretary

EXPLAN!\ Tlml: CAPITALS INDICATE HATTER ADDED ' 1'0 EXISTING LAW.
Bracketsl indicate matter deleted from existinglaw. l~'.'(j':'E.~.:ini~ j ndicates language added to

Hi II by amendment. Langudqe 1 irwd throughindicates matter stricken out of Gill by
i:lmr:ndment _
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WHEREAS/- there-- are--~ row~n~- awarene~~e~-- and-- eoneern~

affieft~- Ve~ eriftariafts- ever- eer~aift- kiftds- er- aftiffial- heal~h- eare

rae~ iees- eeetlrrift~-wi~hift-~he- s~ a~ e- whieh- are-~ aft~affietlfte-~ e

ehe- healeh/-- sareey,- aftd-- welrare- er-- ehe- eiei~efts-- er--~ his

si:aee,- aftd

WHEREAS,- ehese-- kiftds-- er-~ raeeiees-- have-- eeetlrred-- ift

Harrerd- eetlft~y- reeeftely,- aftd

WHEREAS,-- dtle- i:e-- ehese-- eveftes,- ehe-- eefteerft-- rer-- ehe

tlBlie- heali:h,-- sareey,-- and-- welrare-- er-- ehe-- eiei~efts-- er

Harrerd- eetlft~y- relai:ed- i:e-- eereaift-~essiBle-~eeftei:ie-- eeftdi-

eiefts- ereaeed- while- ift-~he--~ tlrstlaftee- er- aftiffial- healeh-- eare

is- er- iffiffiediaee- iffi~ereaftee- i:e- i:he- eetlftey- eetlfteil,

New,-~ HEREFeRE,- BE-!~- RESenVEB- By-~ he- eetlft~y- eetlfteil- er

Harrerd- eetlftey,-- Marylaftd,-~ ha~-- ift- erder--~ e- Be~ eer-- aSStlre

e~~ ee~ ive- aftd- a~~ re~riaee- aftiffial- healeh- eare- rer-~he-~ rei:ee-

i:ieft- e~-~ he- heal~h,- sa~eey,-- aftd- welrare- e~-~ he- ei~i~efts-- e~

Harrerd- eetlftey-:-

WHEREAS, there is a great public concern over the

rabies epidemic occurring within this state and particularly

within Harford County; and

21 WHEREAS, it is recognized that the health, welfare and

22 safety of the citizens of Harford County is jeopardized if

23

24

the records of veterinary services performed in Harford

County, on animals within Harford County, are not readily

25 accessible by the responsible officials of the County

26 whenever an animal attack upon a human occurs;

27 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Council of

28 Harford County, Maryland, that in order to protect the

29 health, welfare and safety of the citizens of Harford County

30 and insure that the records of animal health care are

31 readily accessible to the County:

32 Section 1. Be It Enacted By The County Council of Harford

87- 23
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County, Maryland, that new Article V, heading, Veterinari-

2
ans, be, and it is hereby added to new Chapter 149, heading,

3
Health, of the Harford County Code, all to read as follows:

4
CHAPTER 149. HEALTH.

5
ARTICLE V. VETERINARIANS.

6
SECTION 149- 75. PRACTICES.

7
A. UNLESS EXCEPTED HEREIN, VETERINARIANS INTENDING TO

8
PERFORM VETERINARIAN SERVICES IN HARFORD COUNTY SHALL

9 PROVIDE THE COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER WITH THE FOLLOWING INFOR-

10 MATION:

11 1) BUSINESSNAME, RES'EBEN' i' RESIDENCE AND

12 ADDRESSES, RES'EBEN' i' TELEPHONERESIDENCE AND BUSINESS

13 NUMBERS;

14 2) A COPY OF THEIR VETERINARIAN LICENSE OR

15 CERTIFICATE FROM THE STATE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICAL

16 EXAMINERS;

17 3) A COPY OF THE ZONING CERTIFICATE FROM THE

18 DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ZONING FOR THE LOCATION SERVICES

19 ARE TO BE PERFORMED;

20 4) THE ADDRESS WHERE THE SERVICE IS TO BE

21 PERFORMED, INCLUDING A DESCRIPTION OF THE SERVICES TO BE

22 PERFORMED;

23 5) THE NAME OF THE OWNER OR AGENT ON WHOSE

24 PROPERTY THE SERVICE IS TO BE PERFORMED;

25 6) ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH THE COUNTY

26 MAY REQUIRE.

27 B. THE VETERINARIAN SHALL PROVIDE THE INFORMATION IN

28 THIS SECTION TO THE HEALTH OFFICER, IN WRITING, AT LEAST

29 FIVE ( 5) CALENDAR DAYS BEFORE THE DATE OF THE INTENDED

30 SERVICES.

31 C. THIS INFORMATION SHALL BE PROVIDED BY THE VETERI-

32 NARIAN FOR EACH LOCATION THE VETERINARIAN INTENDS TO PERFORM

8 Si.1Jii 3
2-
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SAID SERVICES ANB-- FeR- EAeH-~ rME--~ HE- VE~ ERrNARrAN- BSES--~ HE

SAME-~ eeA~! eN- FeR- A- PERreB--~ eNSER-~ HAN- pwe- fzt-- eeNSEeB~ rVE

BAYS.

D. THE HEALTH OFFICER IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO ADOPT

pe~rerES- ANB- PReeEBBRES RULES AND REGULATIONS NECESSARY TO

FURTHER THE PURPOSE AND INTENT OF THIS ARTICLE FOR THE

PROTECTION OF THE HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELFARE OF THE

CITIZENS OF HARFORD COUNTY ANB-- PRe~ Ee~ reN-- ANB- HEA~~ H-- eF

ANrMA~ S.

E.-- Ne- PERSeN- SHA~~- PERFeRM- VE~ ERrNARY- SERV! eES- Wr~ HeB~

FrRS~- BErNS- A-~ reENSEB- VE~ ERrNARrAN.

SECTION 149- 76. ACTIVITIES/ SERVICE.

THE VETERINARIAN, WHILE PERFORMING SERVreES SERVICES,

SHALL SUPERVISE THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES AND SHALL HAVE- FB~~

RESpeNSrBr~ r~Y BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT THESE

ACTIVITIES ARE FOLLOWED AND COMPLETED:

1) THE SERVICES PERFORMED AND RELATED ACTIVITIES

SHALL BE NOT LESS THAN TWENTY- FIVE ( 25) FEET FROM ANY

ESTABLISHMENT SERVING OR HANDLING FOOD;

2) ANIMAL WASTE, MANURE, ETC., SHALL NOT BE

ALLOWED TO ACCUMULATE ON THE FLOOR OR ON ADJACENT GROUNDS

AND SHALL BE CLEANED AND DISINFECTED IMMEDIATELY;

f3t-- Ne- ANrMA~- SHA~~-- BE- rNeeB~A~ EB- eR-- VAeerNA~EB

WHreH- APPEARS-~ e- BE- SreK;

3) EACH ANIMAL BROUGHT TO THE VETERINARIAN FOR

SERVICE OR TREATMENT SHALL BE LEASHED OR CAGED BY ITS OWNER,

THE AGENT OF THE OWNER, OR THE DESIGNEE OF THE OWNER.

f4t-- A~~- BeSS- ANB-- eA~ S- WAr~ rNS- FeR- SERVreE-- SHA~~

BE-~ EASHEB- eR- eASEB;

f5t-- Ne- SBRSERY- eF- ANY- KrNB- SHA~~- BE- PERMr~~ EB;

f6t--- SBFFrerEN~-- S~ AFF--~ e-- HANB~ E-- ANxMAnS--- ANB

AeeeMMeBA~ E- PEePnE- WA!~ rNS.

3
3-

s
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HE- VE~ ERINARIAN- SHAnn--~ EEF- FeR- A-- FERIeB- eF- FIVE-- fSt

2
EARS- AeeBRA~ E-- REeeRBs- eN-- EAeH- ANIMAn-- VAeeINA~EB~---~ HESE

3
REeeRBS- SHAbb- BE- MABE- AVAIbABbE-~ e-~ HE- HEAb~ H- eFFIeER- WI~ HIN

4
A-~ EN~~- FeBR- fr4t- HeBR- FERIeB~

SEe~ IeN-~ 49-~~~-- BeNBtINSBRANeE~5

6
A~---~ HE-- VE~ ERINARIAN-- SHAbb-- E* EeB~ E-- ANB-- FIbE-- WI~ H

7 HARFeRB- eeBN~~- A- BeNB- IN-~ HE- AMeBN~- eF-~ EN-~ HeBSANB-- BebbARS

8 t$~8, 888~ 88t- FRIeR-~ e- PERFeRMINS- AN~- SERVIeES- IN-~ HE- eeBN~~~

9 HE- BeNB- SHAbb- BE- PA~ ABbE-~ e-~ HE- E*~ EN~- eF- AN~-~ A* ES,__ FEES,

10 eR- FINEs,- eR- ASAINS~- AN~- SBI~- eF- AN~-~ A*ES,- FEEs,- eR-- FINES;

11 ANB- SHAbb-- PReVIBE--~ HA~-- AN~- PERseN-- BSINS--~ HE-- VE~ ERINAR~

12 SERVIeES- FeR-- AN- ANIMAbtSt-- MA~- MAIN~AIN-- AN- Ae~ IeN-- ASAINS~

13 HE- VE~ ERINARIAN- FeR- ebAIMS- ARISINS- FReM-~ HE- SERVIeES~

14 B~--~ HE- BeNB- SHAbb- eeN~ INBE- IN- EFFEe~- FeR- eNE- tit--~EAR

15 AF~ ER-~ ERMINA~ IeN- eF-~ HE- SERVIeES- ANB- BN~ Ib- Abb- Ae~ IeNS-- ARE

16 eeNebBBEB- ANB-- aBB6MEN~ S- HAVE-- BEEN- SA~ ISFIEB-- eR- BN~ Ib--~ HE

17 AMeBN~- eF-~ HE-- BeNB- HAS-- BEEN- E* HABS~ EB-- B~-~ HESE-- PA~ MEN~ S~

18 HE- BeNB- SHAbb-- BE- IN-- ABBI~ IeN-~ e-- Abb- BEP8SI~ s,-- bIeENSINS

19 FEES,- PERMI~- FEEs,- eR- e~ HER- RE~ BIREMEN~ S- BNBER- eeBN~~- bAW~

20 SECTION 149- 77. RECORDS.

21 THE VETERINARIAN SHALL KEEP FOR A PERIOD OF THREE ( 3)

22 YEARS ACCURATE RECORDS PERTAINING TO EACH ANIMAL VACCINATED,

23 IDENTIFYING THE ANIMAL' S OWNER AND THE PROPERTY WHERE THE

24 ANIMAL IS KEPT. WITHIN SEVENTY- TWO ( 72) HOURS OF A REQUEST,

25 THE VETERINARIAN SHALL MAKE THESE RECORDS AVAILABLE TO THE

26 HEALTH OFFICER.

27 e~-- INSBRANeE~

28 ~ HE- APPbIeAN~- SHAbb- FIbE- WI~ H-~ HE- eeBN~~- A- eER~ IFI-

29 eA~ E- eF- MAbPRAe~ IeE- INSBRANeE-- S~ A~ IN6-~ HE- NAME- ANB-- ABBRESS

30 eF-~ HE- INSBRANeE- eeMPAN~- ANB- bIMI~S- eF-~ HE- pebIe~~

31 SECTION 149- 78. EXEMPTIONS.

32 VETERINARIAN SERVICES PERFORMED AT THE FOLLOWING

4-
3

WJ
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LOCATIONS ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE:

2
1) PERMANENTLY ESTABLISHED VETERINARY HOSPITALS;

2) PERMANENTLY ESTABLISHED VETERINARY CLINICS;3

4
3) HEALTH DEPARTMENT SUPPORTEDSPONSORED OR

5
CLINICS;

6
4) ON PRIVATE PROPERTY, AT THE REQUEST OF THE

7
PROPERTY OWNER, AGENT OF THE PROPERTY OWNER, OR PERSON

HAVING CUSTODY OF AN ANIMAL( S) ON THE PROPERTY AND ONLY ON8

9
ANIMAL( S) BELONGING TO THE PROPERTY OWNER OR AGENT AND

10
RESIDING ON THE PROPERTY;

5) WHERE AN IMMEDIATE DANGER OCCURS INVOLVING AN11

12
ANIMAL WHICH MAY JEOPARDIZE THE HEALTH, SAFETY, OR WELFARE

13
OF A HUMAN.

14
SECTION 149- 79. ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTY.

15
A. ANY VETERINARIAN IN VIOLATION OF THIS ARTICLE

16
SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A CIVIL FINE OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS

17
500. 00) FOR THE FIRST OFFENSE AND ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS

18
1, 000. 00) FOR EACH OFFENSE ~ HEREAF~ ER THEREAFTER, PAYABLE

TO THE COUNTY WITHIN TEN ( 10) DAYS IN FULL SATISFACTION OF19

20 THE ASSESSED PENALTY. A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER MAY ISSUE A

21 CIVIL CITATION TO THE VIOLATOR. EACH DAY OF THE CONTINUING

22 VIOLATION SHALL BE CONSIDERED A SEPARATE CIVIL VIOLATION.

23 ANY FINES COLLECTED SHALL BE DEPOSITED IN THE GENERAL FUND.

24 BNPAfB- FfNES- SHAbb-- BE- A-- bfEN- eN-- PRePER~~- fF-- Ne~- PAfB-- fN

25 FBbb~-- A- PERseN- MA~,- fN- bfEB- eF- PA~ fN8-~ HE- FfNE,- APPEAb--~ HE

26 efVfb- VfebA~feN-- BEFeRE--~ HE- HARFeRB-- eeBN~~-- ABMfNfS~ RA~ fVE

27 BeARB- eF- APPEAbS- fN- A- MANNER-- AS- PReVfBEB- FeR- fN-~ HfS-- eeBE~

28 THE COUNTY SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO COLLECT ALL FINES IMPOSED

29 HEREUNDER BY COMMENCING A CIVIL ACTION IN THE DISTRICT

30 COURT FOR HARFORD COUNTY.

31 SECTION 149- 80. REPORTS.

32 LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COUNTY AGENCIES SHALL REPORT

5-
3
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VIOLATIONS OF THIS ARTICLE TO

TIME THE HEALTH OFFICER SHALL

STATE BOARD OF VETERINARIAN

BOARD' S CONSIDERATION.

SECTION 149- 81. SEVERABILITY.

IF ANY SECTION, SUBSECTION, PARAGRAPH, SENTENCE, OR

PHRASE OF THIS ACT IS FOR ANY REASON HELD TO BE INVALID BY A

COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION, SUCH DECISION SHALL NOT

AFFECT THE VALIDITY OF THE REMAINING PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT.

Section 2. Be It Further Enacted that this Act is hereby

declared to be an emergency necessary to protect the public

from potentially diseased and vicious animals and for the

immediate protection of the health, safety, and welfare of

the citizens of Harford County, and for the proper and

immediate inoculation, care, and protection of animals in

THE HEALTH OFFICER, AT WHICH

REPORT THE INCIDENT TO

MEDICAL EXAMINERS FOR

THE

THE

Harford County.

EFFECTIVE: August 5, 1987

6- 3
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BY THE COUNCIL

BILL NO. 87- 23 ( as amended)

Read the third time.

Passed

Failed of Passage

By Order

AJ . ~ ; 7, .
J-f/~JtU_~__, Secretary

led with the County Sea and presented to the County Executive

for his approval this 22nd day of 1987

3: 00 lock P . ,,],

A'; flJv<tv0 _____, Secretary

BY THE EXECUTIVE

lIPPFOVED:

0""

4~~'

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill ( No. 87- 23, as amended), having been approved by

the Executive and returned to the Council, becomes law on

August 5, 1987.

tJ Secretary

EFFECTIVE DATE: August 5, 1937


